Angiotensinogen in the developing rat fetal hindbrain and spinal cord from 18th to 20th day of gestation: an immunocytochemical study.
We have detected angiotensinogen immunoreactivity in the hindbrain and in the spinal cord of rat fetuses during the 18th to 20th day of gestation. In the 18th-day fetus, a few immunoreactive angiotensinogen cells are localized in precise brain areas. Their number sharply increase during the 19th and 20th day gestation period when there is an active cell differentiation and cell growth. These observations suggest a role of the renin-angiotensinogen system during cell growth and cell differentiation.